Aortic valve replacement in a patient with idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura.
A patient with aortic regurgitation and idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura underwent a successful valve replacement. Cardiac surgery requiring a cardiopulmonary bypass in idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura can be safely carried out with the preoperative intravenous administration of high-dose gammaglobulin, which may thereby reduce the need for either perioperative transfusion or prophylactic splenectomy.